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ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING

Saturday, January 6, 2018
11:00AM – 12:30PM

Minutes
1. Meeting was called to order by David Gushee. Judith Merkle was appointed Secretary pro-tem.  Rubén Rosario Rodriguez was appointed Parliamentarian.  The minutes of the Saturday, January 7, 2017, meeting were approved.
2. Bryan Massingale, Chair of the Nominating Committee, presented the candidates for election: Jennifer Herdt and Sondra Wheeler for Vice President; James Calvin Davis, Ramon Luzarraga, Maureen O’Connell, Brian Stiltner, Tobias Winright, and Nikki Young for the Board of Directors. Adjustments were made to the rule that candidates need to be present, because of weather related travel disruptions this year. With no additional nominations from the floor, nominations were closed.  Ballots were collected.
3. The following deceased members commemorated: 

Miroslav Kis, February 24, 2016 – remembered by Ann Gibson
Charles Reynolds, January 25, 2017 – remembered by Harlan Beckley

June O’Connor, March 13, 2017 – remembered by Gina Wolfe

Daniel Westberg, October 17. 2017 – remembered by Jeffrey Greenman



John Raines, November 12, 2017 -- remembered by Miguel de la Torre, 
on January 5, 2018, when awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award posthumously.
4. Greetings were given from David Clough, President of Society for the Study of Christian Ethics (SSCE), Hille Haker, President of Societas Ethica (SE), and Un Hey Kim, President of Korean Association of Christian Ethics
5. Kevin Carnahan and Scott Paeth presented the report from the Journal of the Society of Christian Ethics: They reported the statistics regarding proposals for the convention and the Journal. The acceptance rate was 14.4%. They announced the appointment of Lisa Powell to the position of Book Review Editor, after thanking Kathryn Blanchard for her service in that role.  A summary of demographic changes is published in recent journals. They have contracted with Scholastica to manage submissions to the Journal.

6. Reporting for chair Shawnee Daniels-Sykes, David Gushee indicated that no complaints had been brought to the Professional Conduct Committee. The members of the committee were recognized by the assembly.
7. David Gushee gave the President’s Report: 

a. Recognition of new full members, student members, and transferred status 

b. Membership and Meeting Statistics 
c. 2019 – Marriott Louisville; 2020 – Renaissance Downtown Washington DC; 2021 – Palmer House Hilton Chicago; 2022 – Hilton Orange County, Costa Mesa, CA; 2023-2025 – Palmer House Hilton Chicago. The Chicago site was chosen for three years because of its accessibility, cost, and potential for lessening the meeting’s carbon footprint.
d. Report from Thursday Board meeting. A task force on contingency was established; the Caucus for Contingent Faculty Concerns was given a vote in the program setting process. 
e. Introduction of Transitional Executive Director, Gina Wolfe

f. There was recognition of the service of Stacey Floyd Thomas.
8. Patrick Flanagan, Treasurer, reported. The Society of Christian Ethics is in healthy financial shape. Challenges facing the Society financially are: 1) rising meetings costs, 2) registration fee is set for the next three years yet there is need to set criteria for limits to the drawdown of invested funds to sponsor annual meetings, 3) stewardship of funds is guided by principles of social justice, 4) moves to offset the trend to draw on reserve funds are being examined.
9. Diane Yeager, President Elect, reported
a. New appointments to standing committees – Program Book, p. 6; Nominating Committee members who will develop the 2019 slate of nominees were introduced to the assembly.  Members were urged to suggest appropriate candidates to the Committee.  Self-nomination is an acceptable practice.
b. For the January3-6, 2019, meeting in Louisville, there are no thematic constraints on proposals. The plenaries for next year’s convention were announced, with one focusing on beauty and the other on poetry. 
c. Presidential priorities for the coming year are to assure transitions move forward smoothly; to give special attention to fiscal responsibilities in light of changes in the revenue stream; and to explore ways of building membership.
10. New Business: The proposed bylaws changes were introduced by David Gushee: the first would seat two student members on the Board of Directors with vote as well as voice; the other would seat one student member on the Nominating Committee.  After a short conversation, ballots were collected. Changes were approved by a vote of 139 to 15 with 4 abstentions. 

11. Election results. Diane Yeager president; Patricia Beattie Jung President Elect; Jennifer Herdt vice president; Ramon Luzarraga, Tobias Winright, and Nikki Young for the Board of Directors.
12. Adjournment: Diane Yeager thanked David Gushee for his service and presented him with the official SCE presidential pin. The movement and unanimous vote to adjourn occurred at 12:25 pm. 
