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ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING

Saturday, January 10, 2015
11:00AM – 12:30PM

Minutes
1. The meeting was called to order by President Cathleen Kaveny. Stewart Herman was appointed Secretary pro-tem. Jean Porter was appointed Parliamentarian. Minutes of last year’s meeting held on Saturday, January 11, 2014, were approved.
2. Grace Kao, Chair of Nominating Committee presented the committee (Mary Hirschfeld, Terrence Johnson and Jonathan Rothchild) and thanked them for their work, as well as the membership for suggesting candidates. For 2016, candidates were presented for Vice President: Cristie Traina and Charles Mathewes; no further nominations were received from the floor. Candidates were presented for the Board: David Clairmont, Thomas (Tal) Lewis, D. Stephen Long, Angela Sims, Sharon Tan, and Reggie Williams; no further nominations were received from the floor. Ballots were collected.  
3. The following members were memorialized: 

Robert G. Mickey, died June 9, 2013 – Ed Long
Allen Verhey, died February 26, 2014 – Tim Beach-Verhey
Daniel McGee, died April 19, 2014 –Elise Edwards
Glen Stassen, died April 26, 2014 – David Gushee
Douglas Sturm, died April 27, 2014 – Robin Lovin 
Elizabeth Brinkmann, died April 29, 2014 – Meg Causey
4. M. Cathleen Kaveny presented the President’s report. 
a. Welcome to 33 full members, 29 new student members who had been student members,   who have transitioned from student to full membership, and 32 new lifetime members 
b. Thanks to Albert Gnaegi Center for Health Care Ethics at Saint Louis University, as cosponsor of the Presidential reception.
c. Cathleen reported from the Thursday board meeting:
i. Robin Lovin, representing the study committee appointed in 2013 by Allen Verhey (Cathleen Kaveny, Doug Ottati, Peter Paris, Diane Yeager and Gina Wolfe), presented the proposed Bylaw change restructuring from a three-year to a four-year cycle of presidential office, as a way to preserve institutional memory and executive leadership.  
1. The Bylaw change was circulated for vote.
ii. Member list use and web access Policy: will be on https://scethics.org/official-documents 
iii. Todd Whitmore, chair of the ad-hoc committee on joint membership with SJE and SSME, outlined a proposed new policy intended to encourage joint membership.  
iv. The Professional Conduct Policy now includes a Whistleblower Policy, as required by the IRS; it will be posted to https://scethics.org/official-documents 
v. Members are encouraged to fill in the evaluation online after meeting; notices will be sent.
5. Vice President’s Report – William Schweiker
a. 2016 meeting will be in Toronto; members are encouraged to secure passports.  The program theme is "Humanity and the Global Future".  
b. Thanks to members who have agreed to standing committees, as listed in program book, page 6.  
c. 2016 Nominations committee: Lois Malcom (chair), Victor Anderson, Per Sundman, Hille Haker, and Santiago Pinon.
6. Treasurer’s Report 
a. Brian Matz presented the Financial report: he noted a loss on the 2014 meeting, which is appropriate and was covered by other revenues. The JSCE had higher than expected income and expenses.  The investment accounts show a healthy paper profit.  

b. Budget for 2015-2017: dues will be adjusted in 2016, on the normal annual cycle, to take account of the fact that expenses continue to rise.  The last increase amounted to $1 per year.  Membership categories will be replaced by a dues structure based solely on income.
c. Cathy thanked Brian for eight years of service.
d. Welcome to Patrick Flanagan, new Treasurer
7. Executive Director's Report – Stacey Floyd-Thomas
a. Thanks to Cathleen Kaveny for serving two terms, in effect, and Bill Schweiker in the challenging transition.  Linda Schreiber was thanked with a standing ovation for her exemplary service as Associate Executive Director.

b. 2016 -  Fairmont Royal York Toronto; 2017 – Marriott New Orleans; 2018 – DoubleTree Portland; 2019 – Marriott Louisville; 2020 – East TBD; 2021 – Hilton Chicago
8.  Cathleen invited the membership to stand and applaud Stacey for exemplary service during the past year.
8. Report from Professional Conduct Committee – Stephen Lammers, chair: no allegations were made.  Thanks to committee members for help in reviewing the revised policy: MaryJo Iozzio, Mark Douglas, Sondra Wheeler, Shawnee Daniels-Sykes, Elizabeth Sweeny Block.
9. Report from the Journal of the Society of Christian Ethics – Mark Allman and Tobias Winright encouraged members to get involved with the Journal.  
10. Greetings from David Clough, President of Society for the Study of Christian Ethics and Neil Messer, Societas Etica boardmember.  Neil announced a peer-reviewed online journal of the Societas Etica, De Etica
11. Election results: the Bylaw amendment (item 4c.i.1 above) passed 232-5. The Class of 2019 includes: Angela Sims, Sharon Tan, ReggieWilliams.  Cristina Traina is Vice President.  Bill Schweiker is President.    
12. Bill Schweiker invited the membership to applaud Cathleen for her service, and adjourned the meeting at 12:50pm.
